Two new species, Isotropis browniae and I. faucicola (Fabaceae) are described from the Victoria River region of the Northern Territory and adjacent Kimberley region in Western Australia. Distribution maps, conservation status and the morphological similarities with the related species I. atropurpurea, are presented.
Introduction
Isotropis Benth. is a small Australian endemic genus of thirteen currently recognised species. The majority of the species occur in either arid or dry tropical Australia, although four species do occur in temperate Australia. The genus is delineated by the following suite of characters: herbs or subshrubs; simple or unifoliolate leaves; calyx tube shorter than lobes or almost absent; ovary pubescent; fruit a turgid pod that is linear to oblong; seeds 4 to many, aril absent. On the analysis of the tribe Mirbelieae (Crisp and Weston 1987) , Isotropis belongs to the Daviesia group, although its position was not highly supported.
The genus was first described by Bentham in 1837 based on material collected by Hügel in the King George Sound (Albany) region. The closest to a full revision of the genus was carried out by Bentham (1864) who recognised seven species. Various authors have described additional species or subspecies since 1864 with the most recent being by Maconochie (1980) , Crisp (1984) and Keighery (2001) , bringing the total to thirteen.
Both species described here are the result of recent collecting activities either in the form of a targeted rare species survey in the Victoria River region or species inventory of poorly known conservation reserves. The Northern Territory Herbarium staff recognised these as putatively undescribed taxa and raised informal 'phrase' names.
The botanical bioregions used in this paper follow Chippendale (1971) for the Northern Territory and Thackway and Cresswell (1995) rhachis covered in crisped to arcuate shiny loosely appressed hairs, (3.25-)9-12.5(-27) cm long. Bracts narrow elliptic, 1.25-1.75 mm long; adaxial surface covered in loosely appressed twisted white hairs; abaxial surface glabrous; margin with hardened red-brown protuberances. Bracteoles attached to pedicel 2-2.5 mm below calyx tube, linear to linear-elliptic, 1-1.5 mm long; surface covering and protuberances same as for bracts. Buds yellow-olive green, lobes imbricate, margin white. Calyx yellow-green; ribs inconspicuous, c. 5-12; calyx tube inconspicuous or absent, lobes greatly longer than tube; upper lobes rectangular to oblong with divergent acute apices and obvious mucro, notch deep v-shaped, 5-6 mm long; lower lobes narrowly elliptic, margin a mixture of fine crisped hairs and coarser hairs as for body of calyx. Standard broadly ovate, rarely tripartite, orange-red with faint red band and veining, spot at base yellow, notch at apex deep v-shaped separating upper lobe; lamina lobes ovate, tripartite standard with oblong lobes, lamina 6-7 mm long, 8.5-9.75 mm wide; claw yellow, 1.5-1.75 mm long, 0.75 mm wide. Wings oblong to spathulate, obtuse, orange-red at apex grading to pale yellow at base, upper margin auriculate; lamina 6-7 mm long, 3-3.5 mm wide; claw 1.75 mm long; auricle 0.5-0.75 mm long, 1 mm wide. Keel oblong-ovate in lateral view with apex obtuse and notch extending to lower margin, or keel petals not fused, lower margin curved upwards towards apex, upper margin auriculate, orange-red at apex grading to white at midpoint and continuing to base, 5.75-6.5 mm long, 3.75-4.25 mm wide; claw 1.25 mm long, auricle 0.75 mm long. Stamens articulated onto a sessile basal ring; filaments 5.25-7 mm long; anthers 1-1.25 mm long, versatile. Gynoecium 4.75-5.75 mm long; ovary covered in dense yellow-brown spreading hairs, 3.25-3.5 mm long; stipe covered in yellow spreading hairs, 1 mm long; style curved, with occasional hairs on either adaxial, abaxial or both surfaces near ovary, 1.5-2 mm long; stigma capitate. Fruit oblong to elliptic, turgid, olive green to light brown, densely covered with yellow-green crisped hairs, 18-25 mm long, 4.75-5.5 mm wide, calyx persistent, erect to spreading until fruit dehiscence. Seeds obovoid in outline, flattened, surface cancellate, yellow to olive green, 5-5.25 mm long. Erect single stemmed, short lived perennial herb 0.5-1 m high. Stems green, with linear ridges (on drying), glabrous or glabrescent with semi-appressed white hairs. Branches and branchlets green with narrow linear ridges (on drying) sparsely pubescent with appressed minute white hairs, surface colliculate (often giving a shining appearance under the microscope), occasionally glabrous. Leaves spreading or patent, ovate to broadly elliptic, rarely narrowly elliptic, unifoliolate, covered in sparse appressed white hairs; petiole (7.5-)9-11(-12.5), green, sparsely to moderately pubescent with appressed minute white hairs, pulvinus yellow-orange, c. 1 mm long, hairy, particularly on abaxial surface, rarely glabrous, base of petiole dilated, slightly auriculate and often forming a slight decurrent flange with stem; lamina green, slightly discolorous, penninerved with venation obscure on adaxial surface, hairy on abaxial surface only, sparsely covered in appressed minute white hairs, thin, (15-)17-25(-29) mm long, (4-) 8-16(-18.5) mm wide; apex emarginate; stipules present, inconspicuous, light brown, caducous, c. 0.5 mm long, hairy, terete, narrow conical. Inflorescence terminal, 4-15-flowered, racemose. Peduncles absent. Pedicels covered with appressed minute white hairs or glabrescent; rhachis covered with appressed minute white hairs or glabrescent, 5.75-15.5(-30) cm long. Bracts linear to linear-elliptic 1.5 mm long, adaxial surface covered in loosely appressed white hairs, abaxial surface glabrous, margins entire.
Bracteoles attached to pedicel 0.75-1 mm below calyx tube, c. 0.75 mm long, linear to linear-ovate, adaxial surface covered in loosely appressed hairs, abaxial surface glabrous. Buds green, lobes imbricate and margins appearing white due to dense covering of white hairs. Calyx green, covered in sparse to moderately dense appressed white hairs 0.2 mm long; ribs inconspicuous, c. 20; calyx tube turbinate, lobes greatly longer than tube; upper lobes rectangular with shallow divergent apex and shallow emarginate notch, 5-6 mm long; lower lobes elliptic, margins with white crisped hairs. Standard broadly ovate, with deep v-notch separating lobes; lamina pale yellow with no obvious band, but with some veins bright yellow, 5-6 long, 5.25-5.75 Distribution: restricted to the Victoria River Gorge and associated secondary gorges within the northern portion of Gregory National Park, Northern Territory.
Habitat: occurs in shady scree slopes below sandstone escarpments in Livistonia victoriae woodlands with Xanthostemon, Erythrophleum chlorostachys and Triodia microstachya.
Phenology: flowering has been recorded from March to May; fruiting pods with mature seed, collected from late March to June. 
Etymology:
The specific epithet 'faucicola' is derived from the Latin fauces meaning throat or gorge and the suffix cola meaning dweller and in the botanical sense 'growing on' , alluding to the preferred habitat of occurring in the Victoria River Gorge and associated gorges. 
Relationships within the Isotropis atropurpurea group
Both of these two new species, along with I. foliosa Crisp and I. atropurpurea F.Muell. form a natural group, hereby referred to as the Isotropis atropurpurea group. This grouping is characterised by the following characters: foliose unifoliolate leaves, elliptic to broadly ovate; indumentum obvious, particularly on calyx, ranges from crisped to sericeous to appressed and often coloured from white to rusty red, rarely green; inflorescence terminal with acropetal anthesis. The Isotropis atropurpurea group is sub-tropical to tropical in general distribution, and ranges from subcoastal ranges near Brisbane, to the drier slopes of the Great Dividing Range, the tropical savannah of the Northern Territory and Kimberley, through to arid areas of Central Australia and the Great Sandy Desert, extending to the ranges in the Pilbara bioregion.
Morphologically, the two new species described here are similar to each other, as well as to I. atropurpurea, even though these three species are separated geographically. Table 1 summarises the main morphological differences that readily separate these three species.
